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‘RAS ALULA, THE ABYSSINIAN.
From the Palt Mall Guzelle.

The great Abyssinian chief Ras Alula is
at present a person of much interest to the
Italians, and the Riforma is publishing a sketch
of his life, in the course of which it 1s stated that
he is the son of Abyssinian peasants. He was
born about 45 years ago in the village of

Pamakd, near Mckallg, and served for many
i:leara as groom under the unecle of the Negus
as Arca. Later on he became Master of the

&I

e 550 0L70 ¢
* 80 17 enAD- &
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Wardrobe at Court, and married the dauglhter of
Ras Area, who died not long after the warringe.
He then rose to the ravk of Coamberlain,
and wus finally made Governor of Tigre, with
the title of Rus. Ras Alulais of middle hel;fht.,
has a chocolate-colored skin and a thin face, hut
is otberwise rather stout. He never luuﬂm,
talks slowly, is polite to strangers, but haughty
to inferlors. His orders are only given once.
If they are not executedl he horsewhips his
servants. Asa rule he wears a white cotton
shirt and trousers. A red fez covers his close-
cut hair. Ou speclal occaslons he wears a red
silk shirt, the robe of the Governor.
He is an excellent horsemau, apd it will
be difficult to find an Abyssinian +who
bears the bardships of traveling better than he.
ITe iccompanies the Negus barcfooted on all his
tours, and never shows a sign of fatigne. Having
had no education, he oan neither write nor read,
bugis very intelligent and cunning, hut pious
nnd superstitious withal., His avarice is ex-
treme; hetukes everywhere and gives nowhere.
Wherever be goes le talkes everything he ecan
lay hold of. On his marches he is accompanied
by his servants, who carry his wine, wade of
honey. Itas Alula is fond of women, but tries to
conceal that fact. One of the many Abyssinian
puews in Lis honor runs thus:

' Ho Is a9 fair as an angel
And strong axs a lion,
Swifr-footed as a leopard,
El{ as u fox,

Wise as Solomon,
Guperous as u King,
Is most vallaut of allL”

The King has promised him the erown of Kas-
sala, If he can earn it. Eight Generals fight un-
der him. His daughter is i good and beantiful
woman, who hag protected Count Salimbeni and
Llscompanion, and it is due to her influence that
they bave not been killed.

Ehe New HJork Times
Published: Apri 12, 1887
Copyright © The New York Times
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ADBYSSINIANS DEFEAT ITALIANS.

Both Wings of Baratieri’s Army En-
veloped in an Energetic Attack.

Massowan, March 2.~Gen. Baratieri at-
:acked the Abyssinians yesterday. Gens.
Albertone, Arimondi, and Dabormida com-
manded the left, centre, and right brigades,
respectively. Gen. Ellina commanded the

reserve.

The Italians captured the passes leading
to Adowa without opposition, Gen. Al-
bertone. with four native battalions and
four mountain batteries, engaged the
enemy, but é\'ere soon overcome by over-
whelming odds.

get;rfnz\%'imondi was ordered to cover the
retreat, but his position prevented him frci»m
complying with the order. The Abyssin-
lans in the meantime made an energetic at-
tack, which soon extended to the whole
Itallan front and enveloped both ngs-u

A desperate struggle ensued, and finally
the Itallans were compelied to abandon
their positions. The nature of the grou!}l]d
prevented the batteries from mmoving. ']‘he
Italians are retiring behind Belesa. The
losses sustained are unknown.
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